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Neighborhoods in Moore are in a
national spotlight again, and for
once it’s not because of a huge
storm – although rebuilding from
past disasters could have some-
thing to do with the new attention.

Realtor.com reports the Oklaho-
ma City suburb is one of the top
housing markets in the country for
first-time homebuyers. Based on
numerous criteria, and a cap of one
city per metropolitan area “to allow
for a greater diversity of options,”
Realtor.com ranks Moore as the No.
8 market for first-timers in 2024.

“It says a lot for our community.

We work hard to make it a good
place to live. We’re a great little
community,” said Melissa Hunt, 

ABOVE: A sign marks a home for
sale on Wednesday in Moore along
Broadway. Realtor.com reports the
Oklahoma City suburb is one of
the top housing markets in the
country for first-time homebuyers.
PHOTOS BY DOUG HOKE/THE OKLAHOMAN

WEATHER OR NOT 
Moore a top market for first-time
homebuyers, Realtor.com says
Richard Mize
The Oklahoman

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MOORE, Page 2A

“It says a lot for our

community. We work

hard to make it a good

place to live. We’re a

great little community.” 
Melissa Hunt
Ward 2 Moore City Council, on Moore’s
ranking for first-time homebuyers

A home at 129 SE 1 in Moore has
three bedrooms, three baths and
1,040 square feet. It is offered for
$150,000 by Metro Mark Realty.

Former President Donald Trump has
secured 43 Oklahoma delegates to the
Republican National Convention, easi-
ly topping his main GOP rival Nikki Ha-
ley on Super Tuesday.

For the Democrats, President Joe Bi-
den won Oklahoma’s primary as he
continued to rack up delegates to 

SUPER TUESDAY 2024

Oklahoma voters
approve Trump-Biden
Dale Denwalt
The Oklahoman

USA TODAY NETWORK
Inside
Oklahoma primary: Democratic
turnout plummets, 4A

See SUPER TUESDAY, Page 6A

Barring asteroids hitting the Earth
before then, the presidential ballot in
November is set to feature Joe Biden
versus Donald Trump.

Again.
With Super Tuesday over, the re-

match almost no one wanted now
seems all but certain.

Trump’s near-sweep of GOP con-
tests in 15 states and one territory −
Nikki Haley won only Vermont, then

dropped out Wednesday − put him
within striking distance of enough Re-
publican National Convention dele-
gates to clinch the nomination. 

Biden’s State of the Union address 

2024 presidential race is
different, yet same as ’20
Susan Page
USA TODAY

See ANALYSIS, Page 9A

The Cherokee Nation tribal council
will vote Monday whether to approve a
new tobacco tax compact with the
state of Oklahoma. Gov. Kevin Stitt al-
ready has signed off on the revenue-
sharing deal. 

The compact stands to become the
seventh state-tribal agreement suc-
cessfully negotiated by the governor’s
office since January, and it likely will
be the biggest. The Cherokee Nation,
based in Tahlequah, has more than
450,000 citizens and is the largest
tribe in the United States. 

The pending agreement marks a
sharp turn from last spring, when Stitt
– a Cherokee citizen himself – repeat-
edly criticized Cherokee leaders for
working with state lawmakers to ex-
tend tobacco tax compacts without
him. 

The debate over the future of state-
tribal tax compacts was one of the
most heated issues at the Capitol last
year. But the governor’s recent deal-
making has quieted some of his loud-
est critics, who had faulted him for 

Cherokee
Nation to
vote on
compact 
Stitt signs off on
tobacco tax deal

Molly Young
The Oklahoman

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Cherokee Nation and the state of
Oklahoma have reached a tentative
agreement to renew a tobacco tax
compact. DOUG HOKE/THE OKLAHOMAN

See COMPACT, Page 2A

Matthew Carr votes on Super Tuesday
at the Millwood Field House.
DOUG HOKE/THE OKLAHOMAN
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The Oklahoman seeks to investigate and correct any
factual error that appears in the newspaper or
online. 
If you see an item that may require a correction,
please contact the appropriate reporter or editor.
Or, go to help.oklahoman.com/contact-us.
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SUPPORT

Support staff at Oklahoma's public schools would
receive one-time $2,500 stipends under a proposal
approved Tuesday by the Oklahoma Senate's educa-
tion budget subcommittee.

By a 6-0 vote, the proposal – which Senate Educa-
tion Committee chair Adam Pugh, R-Edmond, said
would cost $99,670,000 in one-time funds – ad-
vanced to the Senate Appropriation Committee.

Pugh, who also is the chairman of the education
budget subcommittee, noted while the Legislature
approved raises last year for teachers in Oklahoma,
he heard from school support staff who told him they
didn’t receive raises as a result of that agreement. 

The Legislature, he noted, doesn’t set pay scales
for support staff as it does for teachers. Thus, pay for
support staff varies from school district to school dis-
trict, often varying widely depending upon demand
for services.

Pugh said he is sympathetic to support staff and
hopes to address their concerns with his proposal.

He noted it faces a long legislative road – even if
approved by the Appropriations Committee and the
full Senate, it also would need to go through a similar
path in the House of Representatives and make it
into the final state budget agreement between the
two chambers.

“My hope is that this makes it over the finish line,”
Pugh said. “We are still in the very early stages.”

Pugh said there are about 40,000 school support
staff members in Oklahoma. 

His initial idea was for $2,000 stipends per per-
son, but when he realized the stipend would be taxed
at a 22% rate, he thought the amount left after taxes
“would be somewhat insulting.” 

So he increased the stipend proposal to $2,500 per
person, so recipients would net an amount around
$2,000.

“This is one time,” he said. “It’s not going to be
built into the recurring base of the (Oklahoma State
Department of Education) budget, but it is some-
thing that this body should consider again in future
years.”

Senators question about how the money
would be distributed

Sen. Mary Boren, D-Norman, and Sen. Brenda
Stanley, R-Midwest City, had questions about the
flow and timing of the money.

Pugh said the money would go to the Education
Department with explicit instructions. School dis-
tricts would report to the Education Department how
many support staff members they have employed
and then the agency would send the districts the ap-
propriate amount.

If the stipends are approved, the money would be
allocated to the Education Department as of July 1,
although Pugh noted it would take a few months for
districts to report their support staff numbers to the
Education Department, and then for the agency to
send districts the appropriate amount of money.

Stanley expressed concern with the speed at
which the Education Department might process
those requests – numerous districts, including one
she represents, have complained about the state
agency’s slow process this school year in distributing
federal money that flows through it to the districts –
but Pugh said the “very direct” instructions given to
the agency should alleviate those concerns.

“I am all for support personnel – they are woefully
underpaid,” Stanley said.

Boren noted many large districts, including Nor-
man Public Schools, contract with companies whose
employees serve as school cafeteria workers or cus-
todians and that those people would not be eligible
for the stipends.

Senate proposal
would provide
$2,500 stipends
to public school
support staff
Murray Evans
The Oklahoman

USA TODAY NETWORK

failing to negotiate with tribal leaders. 
Abegail Cave, a spokesperson for Stitt, confirmed

he signed off on the Cherokee compact Feb. 26. She
declined further comment until the deal takes effect. 

In a statement, Cherokee Nation Attorney General
Chad Harsha described the agreement as “very simi-
lar” to the compact it is on track to replace.

But, like other recent tobacco tax deals signed by
Stitt, the compact applies only to specific types of
tribal land, not to entire tribal reservations. The gov-
ernor had objected to renewing any tobacco tax com-
pacts without making that change in light of the grow-
ing legal recognition of tribal reservations in Oklaho-
ma. The Cherokee reservation covers all or parts of 14
counties in the northeast part of the state. The com-
pact terms are more limited.

“The new compact jurisdiction applies to retailers
operating on trust and restricted property, which in-
cludes all facilities licensed and operated by the Che-
rokee Nation,” Harsha said in statement.

Under the deal, the state and tribe will continue to
equally split the tax money collected from tobacco
sold by the tribe or tribally licensed retailers.

The governor recently signed other tobacco tax
compacts with the Apache, Chickasaw, Citizen Pota-
watomi and Wyandotte nations, as well as the Wich-
ita and Affiliated Tribes. He also agreed to re-up the
state’s car tag agreement with the Chickasaw Nation. 

Dozens of agreements with other tribes remain up
for renewal or stand to expire at the end of the year.
Some already had expired, but the Legislature voted
in July to extend all tobacco tax and car tag deals
through 2024. 

Stitt challenged the renewals as illegal and sued to
stop them from taking effect at the start of this year.
The state Supreme Court heard arguments in Decem-
ber but has not yet ruled in the case. 

Compact
Continued from Page 1A

Ward 2 Moore City Council member.
“Little” is relative. 
With a population of 62,793 at the

2020 census, Moore is the seventh-
largest city in Oklahoma. And the
growth in national chain stores along
Interstate 35 the past two decades has
made it one of the strongest retail mar-

kets in the metro area, according to OKC’s Price Ed-
wards & Co..

Retail follows rooftops. In other words, stores lo-
cate where people live. Could the nature of those roof-
tops make Moore more inviting to first-time home-
buyers?

Moore has good selling points for young home-
buyers and former renters, said Monty Strickland, a

Realtor and broker/partner at Realty
Experts Inc. in Moore.

“Moore and south Oklahoma City
are great for people looking for their
first home,” he said. “People looking for
their first property can find a variety of
sizes and price ranges, and it’s conve-
nient to get to downtown, to Norman
and even to the Tinker Air Force Base

area.”
“Moore/south Oklahoma City” usually come in the

same breath because of the Moore school district,
which falls across south OKC. The city of Moore is
only about 23 square miles, Strickland said, and the
school district is nearly 160 square miles.

Across the area, he said, homes are worth any-
where from less than $100,000 to more than $3 mil-
lion. The key for attracting first-time buyers is on the
lower end. And that’s where the storms and tornadoes
come in.

Whenever a tornado strikes Moore – and by now,
after 10 strikes in 25 years, including deadly record
breakers in 1999 and 2013, it does seem to be a ques-
tion of when, not if – some homeowners build back on
their tornado-swept lots.

But builders and developers also come in, buy up
swaths of lots and build for the booming post-storm
market. 

After the EF5 tornado of May 3, 1999, many builders
started adding anchor bolts to better secure exterior
walls to foundations, hurricane clips to better secure
roofs to walls, heavy-gauge garage doors, and other
“hidden extras” to improve wind resistance. After the
2013 tornado, the city of Moore enacted stricter build-
ing codes requiring extra measures to make homes
safer.

After a disaster, rebuilding usually means specula-
tive homes, although they are snatched up quickly,
and that means starter homes. Plus, Strickland said,
house sizes are limited by older, smaller lot sizes.

In Moore, “There are a lot of smaller homes,” Strick-
land said.

Realtor.com’s criteria for its top 10 markets
for first-time homebuyers for 2024

Realtor.com ranked 2,738 cities and places with a
population of more than 5,000 located within the 100
largest metro areas. The rankings were based on the
following criteria:

h The share of 25- to 34-year-old homeowner
households among all households.

h The availability of homes for sale, measured by
active listings per 1,000 existing households in the
past 12 months, to ensure that homebuyers have a
good amount of choice in their search.

h A measure of affordability, estimated by the ratio
of listing prices to gross household incomes of 25- to
34-year-olds in that city for the past 12 months.

h A measure of job opportunities, estimated by the
forecast unemployment rate of the city’s surrounding
metro area.

h The average commute time to work.
h A measure of the culture and liveliness of an area,

estimated by the count of restaurants, cafes, bars,
shopping establishments, and other lifestyle busi-
nesses such as theaters, comedy clubs, and arts class-
es as listed on Yelp in November 2023.

h Forecast metro-area home sales and home price
growth in 2024, as new buyers may want to ensure
they locate to a healthy market, which will support
equity growth and an easy transition when they have
outgrown their home.

Top 10 Markets for first-time homebuyers for
2024, according to Realtor.com

Realtor.com’s Top 10 Markets for First-Time Home
Buyers for 2024 are:

h Irondequoit, New York
h Benton, Arkansas
h Winterset, Iowa
h Newington, Connecticut
h Council Bluffs, Iowa
h Cheektowaga, New York
h Grand Rapids, Michigan
Moore, Oklahoma
h Mattydale, New York
h Riviera Beach, Maryland
Senior Business Writer Richard Mize has covered

housing, construction, commercial real estate and re-
lated topics for the newspaper and Oklahoman.com
since 1999. Contact him at rmize@oklahoman.com.
Sign up for his weekly newsletter, Real Estate with
Richard Mize. You can support Richard’s work, and
that of his colleagues, by purchasing a digital sub-
scription to The Oklahoman. Right now, you can get 6
months of subscriber-only access for $1.

Moore
Continued from Page 1A

A home at 720 SW 3 in Moore has three bedrooms,
one bath and 1,210 square feet. It is offered for
$150,000 by Legacy Real Estate Group.
DOUG HOKE/THE OKLAHOMAN
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